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Source of Information:
Agricultural losses -
e Us Mounts, County Agent, Palm Beach County
Be Be Lawton, County Agent, Broward County
Jo M. Dempsey, Newport Industries, Ince
Re Y. Patterson, U, 5. Sugar Corporation
Various cattlemen, farmers, etc,

Re Y. Patterson, Lake Sub-Drainage Districts

Compilation economic losses -
Resources Development Board

Outline of Emergency Rehabilitation -
Everglades Drainage District

Pictures =~
Everglades Drainage District



FOREWORD

Estimates of losses are partial, and largely for two counties - Palm
Beach and Broward. lLosses cannot be completely counted until the flood
has receded and the damage uncovered. Loss of food, fibre, man power and
energy can never be totally evaluated., Much of the damage to some coun-
ties is only begimning, particularly in Dade County. It will be some time
before the final bitter pictwre iz viewed.

Mobjm“nfmpmmfwmmmwnaﬁnnmdw
tection is better known, The Plan is complete to the extent that we
Ikmow what must be done to prevent such losses in the future. Most of
the loss, except hwrricane losses, could have been prevented. If it is
allowed to recur, the economy of all South Florida may be dealt a death
blow in its infancy.

Outside capital will not contimue to taeke such long chances. The
gamble is not necessary unless we allow it to remain.

The pictures showm here cover only a part of the damaged area. Pic-
tures showing even greater damage will be taken before the flood-softened
dikes stop crumbling, The best of pictures cammot adequately show the
struggle and heartbresk that have preceded the picture or the resemtment
that will follow against a policy that permits such a condition to go
uncorrected,



LOSSES ALREADY EIPERIENCED FROM FLOOD WATERS

(Figures submitted in this summary are conservative approximations only as of
October 3rd as losses from flood water are in process of occurring and losses
will and are continuing to grow as flood crest may not yet have been reached.)

I. VEGELABLES

(a) PALM BEACH COUNTY

(b)

Prior to Flood estimated acreage for 19L47-L8 - 65,000 to 67,000

(Federal Census showed 89,068 acres of harvested vegetables in 1945).
CURRENT ESTIMATE POSSIBLE ACiRAGE - 18,000 acres

36,000 acres estimated not able to be planted @ $200 per acre

50 SRS R T S i T G R < e « =« = o & $7,200,000.,00

BROWARD COUNTY :

) acres of beans planted - total 1088 eseescsssnsascs 160,000,00
(S8eed beds to plant entire acerage of peppers, tomatoes and
eggplant destroyed).

IT. CITRUS FRUIT LOSSES

(a)

PALM BEACH COUNTY

Grapeiruit loss (fruit) 60% to 70%.
Orange loss (fruit) 25% plus.

(b) BROWARD COUNTY
Crapelruit loss (fruit) 75%
Oranges loss (fruit) 50%
One half of the 9,500 acres of citrus trees estimated a total loss destroyed
by water, i
600,000 boxes of fruit lost & « « » FREE SR WA S URE ANE R R T e $l,200,000000
S,OOOacresoftreesgou...-.--.--..'...... 3’000’000.00
III. CATTLE
(a) PALM BEACH COUNTY
Loss of 30,000 acres of County pastures flooded (estimated period
90 days) represents a loss of beef poundage 15¢ « « « « + « « » o 405,000,00
No estimate or way at this time with all pastures totally
destroyed and cost of replacement.
(b) BROWARD COUNTY
8,000 acres of permanent dairy pasture under water
7,500 acres of permanent beef cattle pasture
Estimating approximately 50% total loss @ {25 per acre « « « o » $562,500.,00
500 cattle lost 25,000.00
IV, RAMIE

TETNALUR RANMTR LOPS TO TATR & v vis s o 60 kv % v b vt  H05,000.00

(a)

Ramie losses in Glades due to Flood Conditions September 1947
Total Acerage Acreage Lost
50

Newport Industries, Inc. 1,200 3

Hillsboro Plantation, Inc. 580 5LO
Fla. State Prison Farm #2 1,00 350
The Raoul Co. 240 210
Kruse Bros. 400 80
Sea Island Mills 80 80
Click (lMoorehaven) 100 100
Wedgworth Farms Lo Lo
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Percentage total 3rd crop loss - 100%
Percentage acreage in plantings lost — 58%
Losses in acreage range from 30 to 100% of eight plantings -five were totally lost.

(b) Monetary loss estimate of various growers
1. Acreage loss based at $50.00 per acre
2. Fibre processers 3rd crop based @ 600 pounds per acre @ 30¢ per pound,
3. Growers 3rd crop losses based @ 10 tons per acre & $3.00 per ton

goaw ts.

o $ 3rd Crop Loss § Acreage Loss
Newport Industries Inc. 917 4500
350 acres @950 per acre

1200 acres @ 600 pd fibre per acre @ 30¢ per pd. $216,000

Hillsbore Plantation Inc.

540 acres @ $50 per acre 27,000
540 acres @ 10 tons per acre @$3.00 per ton 16,200

Fla, State Prison Farm #2

350 acres @ $50 per acre 17,500
350 acres @ 10 tons per acre @ $3.00 per ton 10,500

The Raoul Company

240 acres @ $50 per acre 12,000
240 acres @ 600 per acre @ 30¢ per pound 43,200

Kruse Bros.

80 acres @ $50 per acre 44,000
400 acres @ 10 tons per acre @ $3.,00 per ton 12,000

Sea Island Mills Inc,

80 acres @ $50 per acre 4,000
80 acres @ 600 pd per acre @ 30¢ per pd. 14,400

Clieck

100 acres @ $50 per acre 55000
100 acres @ 10 tons per acre @ $3 per ton 3,000

Wedgworth Farms
40 acres @ $50 per acre 2,000

40 acres @ 10 tons per acre @ {3 per ton 1,200
& 316,500 ¥69,000
Total estimated loss in crops and planting « « « « o« =« s « « s « « « « «$405,500,00

Flood conditions in the Everglades area during the month of September
1947, destroyed 1,780 acres of planted ramie from a total of 3,040
acres, or a loss of 58% estimated value of $89,000,

All plantings lost entire 3rd crop, both fibre processers and growers for

processers - this estimated loss was {316,500, Further rains and flood

conditions in Glades will destroy entire acreage with distinet possibility
f discouraging ra inte: 1d_ceasing X g8 entirely.

(¢) Flood conditions in the Everglades area during the month of September
1947 dealt a cripplingablow to the newly established ramie industry.
This fibre crop so vitally important at this time when there is a
critical shortage of vegetable fibres in this county, suffered a complete
3rd crop loss which is estimated at $316,500,00, This includes ramie
grown for processing by farmers and that grown by processers for
their own use,



Page 3

IV. RAMIE - Continued.
Ramie, a perennial, is more tolerant to water than beans and other crops
in the (lades, nevertheless estimated acreage loss was 58% of all plantings,

such losses valued at 89,000 making a total loss of §405,500.00,
memmﬂondmmmmmmm area will destroy the
entire acreage. This will eliminate the possibility of replanting acreage
as no more root stock will be avallable,
3rd crop losses caused cessation of three processing plants for 1947.

V. SUGAR CANE

Preliminary survey already shows 15% loss
15¢ of $15,000,000 normal sugar cane ¢rop Value « « » = + » = « » » ¥ 225,000,00

housés motors

’ & E ® B ® W ¥ & " W " N % sﬂs.m
MEchinery . o « « o 5 « » 60,000

anals, ui pment; *

Bulldings ete. This 1086 i8 enormous and conbinuing o increase

but with most of the farms covered with water and inaccessible

except by boat no accurate appraisal can be made of damage until

the water recedes,

(e) Dama Flood Waters Originated Elsewhere
The nage distriets and individual farm operators gould have
@E without great loss the excess fainfall of PalmBes Gcmut.[;z=l
and vicinity. The excess flood waters pouring e Kiss
valley and counties to the North and West are responsible for owr
enormous losses,

Spent. on fuel for * Lo
(b) Losses to Frivate gam Dikes,

VIL. ROAD3, HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES
Farm roads, Fam to liorket Roads, County and State Highways - no estimate
can be made at this time. The sum required to replace will be staggering
but the rising level of the water leaving many of these submerged make
impossible any accurate estimate of damage which with continued floods
will continue to accelerate damage.

VIII RAVAL OF CAPITAL AND IBIENT OF S

One of the most serious and far reaching results of the flood disaster is
the eminent danger of capital investors withdrawing from the area and
abandoning major projects well under way, Many individual farmers camot
continue to operates our subdrainage districts bonded and taxed to the
1imit had already borrowed to the limit during the cwrrent summer pledging
the next yeap's tax revemue, If they cannot restore their dikes, lateral
canals, punps and equipment, individual vegetable farms, ramie, cattle and
sugar eane production and px"oceaaing mast of necessity fe abandoned for
lack of protective district facilities.

70 DATE — FIGURESSHOWING PARTTAL LOSS BALANCE T0 OCT. 4, 1947 ~$13,518,000,00



BHERGENCY WORK PROJECTS

In the use of any funds made available, it is proposed that the work
projects be given priority in the order of dollar benefits to the present
developed lands, These lands should be made secure first to preserve the
existing *Ulades economy and interrupt the production of food as little as
possible.

Work projects should follow the plan being prepared by the U, S,
Engineers Office in Jacksonville, Florida. Rach project should be a part
of the total plan, Such total plan is the realistic solution of the prob-
lems of the agricultural economy of the 'Glades and the Southeast Coast.
The work projects outlined hereafter are a part of that total plan.

The projects were chosen on a basis of value of work that could be
completed with increasing amounts of money. Each successive project ine
creases the value and effectiveness of the prior projects. Each project
completed gives a measure of added protection to some lands; but only when
the total plan is completed can agricultural enterprise be assured of a
reasonable degree of protection for all of the lands of the area.

The projects outlined below represent about one-half of the cost of
total protection by the proposed main system of controls. However, the
protection afforded by the completion of the recommended immediate work
projects, as outlined, would keep 'Glades economy alive until the whole
could be completed, These projects are as follows:

(Also refer to map in pocket)



PROJECT ONE -

For One Million Dollars:

A major pumping installation to be constructed at Hillsboro-North
New River Junetion to improve drainage of 137,000 acres of highly
developed agricultural and urban areas.

PROJECT THO w

For An Additional One-Half Million Dollars:
mmmmozmcmmmmmmmm

mmtmm&mmwmmmmmm

effective and provide a strongly leveed line of defense for 135,000 acres
in event of disastrous floods,

PROJECT THREE =

For An Additional Two and One-ilalf Million Dollars:

The channel of the West Paln Beach Canal could be improved to pro-
mmwummmmmormmnm“maMm
additional facility for Lake control. The levee provided by the spoil
of the channel improvement would afford flood protection to 116,000 adm

ditional acres to the south and west.

FROJECT FOUR =

For Five Million Dollars Additionals

B e U R whning

Ttmhm,ehamﬁhandmnWhoftMMntmﬁm-thnSt.
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benefits to 380,000 acres by the control afforded, The upper 'Glades
lands and the agricultural lands of Broward County would be assured flood
protection from waters from the north.

FROJECT FIVE -
For An Additional Onewfalf Million Dollars:

The levee, channels and controls that would protect the low 'Glades
lands from flood waters from the West could be constructed to the extent
necessary to protect present developments. Approximately 76,000 acres
in the *(lades and 175,000 acres in the high lands would receive benefits
from these works.

PROJECT SIX =
For An Additional Fowr Million Dollavs:

Coastal chamels, controls, diversion channels and reservoirs could
be made effective in the supply and control of waters for agricultural

M W 3 W I I N AW N MW

In the total plan being prepared, the above works would be extended
to enbrace additional lands, Additional pumping installations and controls
would be added. The probable cost of the total plan to be submitted by
the U, S Engineers will be approximately $27,000,000,
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