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By Molly Hennessy-l-'iske
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
BOCA RATON — After 18 years build-

ing a respectable life in South Florida, An-

thony. Frank Alonzo drove a silver Mer-

cedes, shared a luxury Mizner Park condo
with his mother and managed newspaper

sales for the Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel.

Then detectives showed up at his door

Monday looking for fugitive Frank Riccardi,
wanted since 1981 by New York ‘police on

| Martin’/St;fLucte -_'PalmBeachPost.com .

Suspect in 20 —year— old
Frank Riccardi had created a new life for hlmself_

‘double murder charges o S

“ introduced myself and I said ‘G1ve me
a second, Frank,’ and as soon as I said that,
he said, Oh I knowwhat thisis about.’ nght
then he admitted his real identity was Frank
Riccardi,” said Palm Beach County sheriff’s
hom1c1de Detective Brian Cahir.

‘Riccardi was being held without bail at

the Palm Beach County Jail Tuesday night,’ -

awaiting extradition to New York to face

charges of shooung Shamrock Bar co-

GPicon
~Helms to
" step down

in 2003

The North Carolina:
" senator has struggled
with physrcal ailments
'ln recent years.

; By Helen Dewar and Dan Balz
" The: Waslngten Post - R T
. WASHINGTON — Sen Jesse .|
Helms, R-N.C., one of the most
powerful conservahves -on Capi-
~tol Hill for the past three decades
" and a former chairman of the
Foreign- Relations.  Committee,.-
- plans to annournce- today that he
. will'retire when his term expires
_ ? ‘early 2003, sources ‘said Tues-
- day.
, Helms who W]ll turn 80 in
- October, has suffered from a va-
nety of health problems in recent
. years and has
mulled for
months
whethertorun |
for a sixth
term, with his
family pushing
hard for him to
return to
B North Caroli-
4 na. '
The sena-
tor’s office’ de-
clmed comment but other sourc- .
es, mcludmg Repubhcans both -
_ here and in North Carolina, said:
Helms is planning to. announce
his retirement tonight on WRAL- 1
TV in Raleigh, where he worked -
- asapolitical commentator before
running for the Senate. ,
. "Helns aides began telling key
Republicans  of " his. plans late
Tuesday ‘
- Helms’ retlrement would de-
prive the Senate of one of its most
ardent champions of conservative
causes that ranged from fighting -
communism abroad to promoting
school prayer and -combating
pornography at home. . -
A man of bold colors and few
pastels, he aroused strong pas-
sions on both left and right and

Helms

foes as he did in the adorahon of
friends. N
v He appeared to mellowa bitin - |
recent years but retained most of
his sharp edges. . '

“He embodied the notion that

‘there was an American conser- -

" vative movement, a body of poli- .
ticians --and polemlclsts and

| grassroots organizations ‘that
most of the time, on most issues,
worked together (and) who had a

. distinctive take on where -the
country was and where it should:
go,” William Kristol, editor of the
conservative Weekly Standard. “1
think that movement does not

. exist anymore and Helms’ depar-.,
ture exemplifies that fact.”

.- Helms’ retirement also

: throws another element of un-

-~ “certainty into what is expected to

be an extraordmanly close con—l g

Please,see HELM_S, 9A

. C huck. S1scos kayak glides across

trip back to the 19th century. Decades af- | .
‘ter every other river in Southeast Florida .
has been chopped ‘and -dynamited into a” |-

: .,the Notre Dame cathedral,” marvels Sis

ByRo e ng o

B .
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer -

dark-amber water under the shadow-

of centuries-old cypress trees, sur--
rounded by the sparsest. of background-
noises: Paddles clack.. Distant- traffic -

D’Agnese, 22, to death on' Apnl 11,1981,

- Witnesses told police Riccardi’s beef .
‘with Godkin began when someone spilled a

drink ‘on his date, according to’ Mary de

‘Bourbon, spokeswoman for QueensDistrict
‘Attorney "Richard Brown. Riccardi got loud -
that April night and the barkeep threw him

out, de Bourbon said — but not before Ric-

cardi threatened to return to the Rlchmondj
- Hill watering hole. - _
‘Wher he did, he brought fnends Robert

Vernace and Ronald Barlin, both men with
“known mob connecuons

THE E.@XAHATCHEE’S DYlNG CANOPY

The Wlld and scenlc Loxahatchee Rlver |s Iosmg lts centunes old canopy
. ,— as salt water replaces the fresh water the cypress trees need

v

" l‘ln'some places, trees line the banks e

“No one knows how much fresh water healthy
cypress trees, ‘such as this canopy just north of B
“Indiantown_ Road (above) need to survive. Now
nearly three- -quarters of the trees: along the river's
Northwest: Fork have died. The ¢ost to prevent more
of the trees from dying could top $600 million.:

New York C1ty Detective Thomas Mans- '
* field. One of the men had a gun, and in the -

struggle that ensued, Godkin and D ‘Agnese

.were shot, a third. shot was fired into the

ceiling and the three fled; de Bourbon said.

. Ajudge dismissed charges against Bar-
lin after Mafia don John Gotti’s niece and
another witness at the bar that night re-
' canted, Mansfield said. Vernace, 52, was
: arrested in 1998 in Florida and is scheduled
. to stand -trial this winter. He and Riccardi

Were each charged w1th two counts of in-

e 50 cents

ueens klllmgs found in Boca

owners Rlchard Godkin, 35, and John . "Imtmduced myself

and I said “Give me
a second, Frank,”
and as soon as I_

: said that, he said;:

- “Oh, 1 know what:
this is about » i
BRIAN CAHIR- " :

Palm Beach County shenff’
homlcrde detectlve

accordlng to:
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Agents seize records and mspect
- computer hard drives as part of a
Medicare fraud mvestlgatlon

By Susan T. Port
. Palm Beach Post Staff Writer -
PORT ST. LUCIE — FBI agents T uesday after-'

" noon raided the offices of diabetes-test provider
Liberty Medical Supply, the subject of a federal in-
vestigation into allegations of Medicare fraud.

~ Eighty-five agents, including 19 computer spe-.
cialists, swarmed over four company offices in St.
Lucie and Martin counties seizing records and in-
specting computer hard drives. Two private houses
belonging to Liberty Medical employees also were
~ raided, the agency said. -

", The raid, which began at 1 p.m., was scheduled
to continue through midnight Tuesday, with more
action possible this morning.

. “We are looking for quite a bit of information,”
said Judy Orihuela, an FBI spokeswoman. :

Liberty Medlcal whose workers sell dlabetes
test kits and respiratory products directly ‘out of a
| call center in Port St: Lucie, is the third-largest em-
- ployer in'St. Lucie County, w1th almost 1, 100 people :
on its payroll.
Founded in 1989, the company has grown to:
become the nation’s largest seller of diabetes test
kits. The company also supplies products for those
suffering from respiratory ailments. Liberty Medi-
cal ships more than 80,000 products a month. -
Liberty Medical's products are familiar to- mil-
lions of Americans through radio ads voiced by
legendary broadcaster Paul Harvey, and television
ads featuring veteran character actor -Wﬂford '

.Brimley. .

The raid came two weeks after L1berty Medrcal
and its “parent company, Woburn, Mass -based

Please see LIBER’W 8A

Hamburglars

whooshes. Far off, a cardmal calls whozt—
whoit-whoit.

If you ignore the overhangmg power
lines and the highway overpasses, thisisa

straight-banked canal, only the Loxa-

~ hatchee River northwest of Jup1ter Ssill B
‘twists and curves freely. :

“It’s like going through a cathedral ‘

co,.an activist with a group called the
Loxahatchee River Trust, staring up at the
cypresses’ curving trunks. “And they’re'
turning it into a gravel pile.”

A few miles downstream, as the river -
widens in Jonathan Dickinson State Park,
the cathedral lies in ruins. The Whlte

husks of dead cypress treesline.the banks' [
~+ — Kkilled, scientists believe, by ill-planned

: dramage and dredging projects that drew .
" . in salt water from the Atlantic. Salt- Joving

mangroves have thronged in their place.
Twenty-eight’ years ago, the damage
prompted federal sc1ent1sts to label the

Please see RIVER GA

‘Cypress trees die as
salt water creeps in.

. In others, the canopy is vamshmg

Tree husks of dead’ cypress line the river -
downstream from Kitching Creek, a resuilt of
decades of development and drainage.

.-
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FBIarrests 8 in scheme o0 rig
MecDonald’s fMonopoly’ ‘game

By Eric Lichtblau
Los Angeles Times. - .
WASH]NGTON W"1th countless McDonald’
french fries and sodas came the chance for riches:
‘| Snack on a Value'Meal, play our latest promotional
| game and walk away a Mchlhonalre
There was just one problem:
The games were rigged.
. Acting on an informant’s .
tip, the FBI. arrested eight
people Tuésday in' connec-
. tion with an. -elaborate
scheme to dllegedly plant 4
big-money game cards in the
hands of fake “winners,” who
claimed the prizes and then
split the proceeds w1th the1r re-
cruiters. C
Authon’nes alleged that the conspirators raked

o i,

Please see McDONALD’S,-SA

his new artificial heart

. Heart reclplent speakS' S
-Robert Tools is introduced to -
the world and explains’ how he |

has grown used to the whir of .
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Son of fugltwe found
~ ‘A-note on a family
photograph leads . -
- police to the body. of e
kaolay Soltys".son.: i
STORY;GA

. Interestrate drop:
The Federal Reserve

. cuts-interest rates®

- for the seventh tlme
this year.: . ' 5|
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Huirricane trivia challenge:
Test your knowledge of-
~ deadly-and destructlve
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